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What are adverbs?
Adverbs (adverbes) are words that modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs.

They provide information about how, when, where, or to what extent an action
is performed. French adverbs are essential for expressing nuance and precision
in your speech and writing. Unlike adjectives, adverbs are invariable - they don’t
change form based on gender or number.
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1 Formation of French Adverbs

Formation des Adverbes - How French adverbs are created

1.1 Adverbs from Adjectives (-ment)

Most French adverbs are formed by adding -ment to adjectives:

1.1.1 Regular Formation

• lent → lentement - slow → slowly
Il parle lentement.
He speaks slowly.

• rapide → rapidement - fast → quickly
Elle court rapidement.
She runs quickly.

• facile → facilement - easy → easily
Il comprend facilement.
He understands easily.

1.1.2 Adjectives ending in a consonant

Add -ment to the feminine form:

• sérieux → sérieuse → sérieusement - serious → seriously
Elle travaille sérieusement.
She works seriously.

• heureux → heureuse → heureusement - happy → fortunately
Heureusement, il est arrivé à temps.
Fortunately, he arrived on time.

• franc → franche → franchement - frank → frankly
Franchement, je ne sais pas.
Frankly, I don’t know.

1.1.3 Special cases with -ment

• vrai → vraiment - true → truly/really
C’est vraiment difficile.
It’s really difficult.

• poli → poliment - polite → politely
Il a répondu poliment.
He answered politely.

• joli → joliment - pretty → prettily
Elle s’habille joliment.
She dresses prettily.
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1.2 Adverbs ending in -amment and -emment

• constant → constamment - constant → constantly
Il pleut constamment.
It rains constantly.

• évident → évidemment - obvious → obviously
Évidemment, c’est une bonne idée.
Obviously, it’s a good idea.

• récent → récemment - recent → recently
Je l’ai vu récemment.
I saw him recently.

• patient → patiemment - patient → patiently
Elle attend patiemment.
She waits patiently.

2 Adverbs of Manner

Adverbes de Manière - How something is done

2.1 Common Manner Adverbs

• bien - well
Elle chante bien.
She sings well.

• mal - badly
Il joue mal au tennis.
He plays tennis badly.

• vite - quickly/fast
Il conduit très vite.
He drives very fast.

• doucement - softly/gently
Parle doucement, le bébé dort.
Speak softly, the baby is sleeping.

• fort - loudly/strongly
Parle plus fort !
Speak louder!

• ensemble - together
Nous travaillons ensemble.
We work together.
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• à peine - hardly/barely
Je peux à peine voir.
I can barely see.

• ainsi - thus/this way
C’est ainsi que ça marche.
That’s how it works.

2.2 Advanced Manner Adverbs

• soigneusement - carefully
Il a préparé soigneusement son discours.
He carefully prepared his speech.

• délicatement - delicately
Elle a touché délicatement la fleur.
She delicately touched the flower.

• violemment - violently
Le vent souffle violemment.
The wind blows violently.

• énormément - enormously
Cela m’aide énormément.
That helps me enormously.

• progressivement - progressively/gradually
Il s’améliore progressivement.
He’s improving gradually.

3 Adverbs of Time

Adverbes de Temps - When something happens

3.1 Basic Time Adverbs

• maintenant - now
Je dois partir maintenant.
I have to leave now.

• aujourd’hui - today
Aujourd’hui, il fait beau.
Today, the weather is nice.

• hier - yesterday
Hier, j’ai vu un film intéressant.
Yesterday, I saw an interesting movie.
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• demain - tomorrow
Demain, nous irons au parc.
Tomorrow, we’ll go to the park.

• bientôt - soon
Il arrivera bientôt.
He’ll arrive soon.

• tard - late
Il se couche toujours tard.
He always goes to bed late.

• tôt - early
Elle se lève tôt le matin.
She gets up early in the morning.

• souvent - often
Je vais souvent au cinéma.
I often go to the movies.

3.2 Frequency Adverbs

• toujours - always
Il est toujours en retard.
He’s always late.

• jamais - never
Je ne mange jamais de viande.
I never eat meat.

• parfois / quelquefois - sometimes
Parfois, j’aime être seul.
Sometimes, I like to be alone.

• rarement - rarely
Il pleut rarement ici.
It rarely rains here.

• fréquemment - frequently
Elle voyage fréquemment pour le travail.
She frequently travels for work.

• habituellement - usually
Habituellement, je prends le bus.
I usually take the bus.

• régulièrement - regularly
Il fait du sport régulièrement.
He exercises regularly.
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3.3 Sequential Time Adverbs

• d’abord - first
D’abord, nous devons acheter les ingrédients.
First, we need to buy the ingredients.

• ensuite / puis - then/next
Ensuite, nous préparons le repas.
Then, we prepare the meal.

• enfin / finalement - finally
Enfin, nous pouvons manger !
Finally, we can eat!

• avant - before
Il faut réfléchir avant.
You have to think before.

• après - after
Nous parlerons après.
We’ll talk after.

• déjà - already
Il est déjà parti.
He has already left.

• encore - still/yet/again
Elle dort encore.
She’s still sleeping.

4 Adverbs of Place

Adverbes de Lieu - Where something happens

• ici - here
Viens ici !
Come here!

• là - there
Il habite là.
He lives there.

• là-bas - over there
Regarde là-bas !
Look over there!

• partout - everywhere
Il y a des fleurs partout.
There are flowers everywhere.
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• nulle part - nowhere
Je ne le trouve nulle part.
I can’t find it anywhere.

• quelque part - somewhere
Il est quelque part dans la maison.
He’s somewhere in the house.

• dehors - outside
Les enfants jouent dehors.
The children are playing outside.

• dedans - inside
Il fait chaud dedans.
It’s warm inside.

• dessus - on top/above
Le livre est dessus.
The book is on top.

• dessous - underneath/below
Regarde dessous la table.
Look under the table.

• devant - in front
Il est devant la maison.
He’s in front of the house.

• derrière - behind
La voiture est derrière.
The car is behind.

• loin - far
C’est trop loin.
It’s too far.

• près - near/close
Habite-tu près d’ici ?
Do you live near here?

5 Adverbs of Quantity and Intensity

Adverbes de Quantité et d’Intensité - How much or to what degree

5.1 Basic Quantity Adverbs

• très - very
Il est très intelligent.
He’s very intelligent.
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• beaucoup - a lot/much/many
Elle travaille beaucoup.
She works a lot.

• peu - little/not much
Il mange peu.
He doesn’t eat much.

• assez - enough/quite
C’est assez difficile.
It’s quite difficult.

• trop - too much/too
Il parle trop.
He talks too much.

• plus - more
Je veux plus de temps.
I want more time.

• moins - less
Il faut manger moins.
We need to eat less.

• autant - as much/as many
Il travaille autant que moi.
He works as much as I do.

5.2 Intensity Adverbs

• tout à fait - completely/absolutely
Tu as tout à fait raison.
You’re absolutely right.

• complètement - completely
J’ai complètement oublié.
I completely forgot.

• entièrement - entirely
Je suis entièrement d’accord.
I entirely agree.

• plutôt - rather/quite
Il fait plutôt froid aujourd’hui.
It’s rather cold today.

• extrêmement - extremely
C’est extrêmement important.
It’s extremely important.
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• particulièrement - particularly
J’aime particulièrement cette chanson.
I particularly like this song.

• relativement - relatively
C’est relativement facile.
It’s relatively easy.

• absolument - absolutely
C’est absolument nécessaire.
It’s absolutely necessary.

5.3 Comparative Adverbs

• davantage - more (formal)
Il faut étudier davantage.
We need to study more.

• également - equally/also
Il est également intelligent.
He’s equally intelligent.

• de plus en plus - more and more
Il devient de plus en plus difficile.
It’s becoming more and more difficult.

• de moins en moins - less and less
Je sors de moins en moins.
I go out less and less.

6 Interrogative and Exclamative Adverbs

Adverbes Interrogatifs et Exclamatifs - For questions and exclamations

6.1 Interrogative Adverbs

• comment - how
Comment allez-vous ?
How are you?

• quand - when
Quand partez-vous ?
When are you leaving?

• où - where
Où habitez-vous ?
Where do you live?
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• pourquoi - why
Pourquoi êtes-vous en retard ?
Why are you late?

• combien - how much/how many
Combien ça coûte ?
How much does it cost?

• que - what (in "qu’est-ce que")
Qu’est-ce que tu fais ?
What are you doing?

6.2 Exclamative Adverbs

• comme - how (exclamation)
Comme c’est beau !
How beautiful it is!

• que - how (exclamation)
Que tu es grand !
How tall you are!

• combien - how much (exclamation)
Combien j’aimerais être là !
How much I’d like to be there!

7 Negative Adverbs

Adverbes Négatifs - For negation and restriction

• ne... pas - not
Je ne comprends pas.
I don’t understand.

• ne... plus - no longer/no more
Il ne fume plus.
He no longer smokes.

• ne... jamais - never
Elle n’est jamais en retard.
She’s never late.

• ne... rien - nothing
Je ne vois rien.
I see nothing.

• ne... personne - no one/nobody
Il n’y a personne ici.
There’s nobody here.
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• ne... guère - hardly/scarcely
Il ne sort guère.
He hardly goes out.

• ne... que - only
Je ne mange que des légumes.
I only eat vegetables.

• ne... point - not at all (literary)
Il ne viendra point.
He won’t come at all.

• ne... nullement - not at all
Je ne suis nullement inquiet.
I’m not at all worried.

• ne... aucunement - not at all
Cela ne m’aide aucunement.
That doesn’t help me at all.
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8 Adverb Placement Rules

Règles de Placement - Where to put adverbs in sentences

General Placement Rules:

1. With simple tenses: Adverb usually follows the verb

2. With compound tenses: Short adverbs go between auxiliary and past par-
ticiple

3. Long adverbs (-ment): Usually go after the past participle

4. Never separate subject and verb: Adverbs don’t go between subject and
verb

5. Time and place adverbs: Often flexible in position

6. Negative adverbs: Follow specific ne... patterns

8.1 Simple Tenses

• Elle parle bien français. (She speaks French well)

• Il mange toujours rapidement. (He always eats quickly)

• Souvent, nous allons au théâtre. (Often, we go to the theater)

8.2 Compound Tenses

• Il a bien mangé. (He ate well) - short adverb

• Elle a mangé rapidement. (She ate quickly) - long adverb

• Nous avons beaucoup travaillé. (We worked a lot) - quantity adverb

8.3 Special Cases

• Hier, j’ai vu Marie. (Yesterday, I saw Marie) - time at beginning

• Il habite ici. (He lives here) - place after verb

• Peut-être viendra-t-il. (Maybe he’ll come) - doubt at beginning

9 Comparison of Adverbs

Comparaison des Adverbes - Comparing actions
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9.1 Comparative Forms

• plus... que - more... than
Il court plus rapidement que moi.
He runs faster than I do.

• moins... que - less... than
Elle parle moins fort que lui.
She speaks less loudly than he does.

• aussi... que - as... as
Je travaille aussi sérieusement que toi.
I work as seriously as you do.

9.2 Superlative Forms

• le plus - the most
C’est lui qui chante le plus fort.
He’s the one who sings the loudest.

• le moins - the least
Elle arrive le moins souvent.
She arrives the least often.

9.3 Irregular Comparisons

• bien → mieux - well → better
Il chante mieux que moi.
He sings better than I do.

• mal → pire / plus mal - badly → worse
Il joue pire qu’avant.
He plays worse than before.

• beaucoup → plus - a lot → more
Elle travaille plus maintenant.
She works more now.

• peu → moins - little → less
Il sort moins qu’avant.
He goes out less than before.

10 Common Adverbial Phrases

Locutions Adverbiales - Multi-word adverbs

https://idiomary.com



French Adverbs Guide 16

10.1 Manner Phrases

• à haute voix - aloud/out loud
Il lit à haute voix.
He reads aloud.

• à voix basse - in a low voice
Elle parle à voix basse.
She speaks in a low voice.

• de bon cœur - willingly/gladly
Il aide de bon cœur.
He helps willingly.

• à contrecœur - reluctantly
Elle accepte à contrecœur.
She accepts reluctantly.

• par hasard - by chance
Je l’ai rencontré par hasard.
I met him by chance.

• exprès / à dessein - on purpose
Il l’a fait exprès.
He did it on purpose.

10.2 Time Phrases

• tout de suite - right away/immediately
Je viens tout de suite.
I’m coming right away.

• de temps en temps - from time to time
De temps en temps, je lis.
From time to time, I read.

• à jamais - forever
Je m’en souviendrai à jamais.
I’ll remember it forever.

• pour toujours - forever
Nous serons amis pour toujours.
We’ll be friends forever.

• en même temps - at the same time
Ils sont arrivés en même temps.
They arrived at the same time.
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10.3 Quantity/Intensity Phrases

• de plus en plus - more and more
Il devient de plus en plus difficile.
It’s becoming more and more difficult.

• de moins en moins - less and less
Je sors de moins en moins.
I go out less and less.

• tout à fait - completely
C’est tout à fait vrai.
It’s completely true.

• à peine - barely/hardly
Je peux à peine bouger.
I can barely move.

• pour ainsi dire - so to speak
C’est, pour ainsi dire, impossible.
It’s, so to speak, impossible.

11 Special Adverbs

Adverbes Spéciaux - Unique uses and meanings

11.1 Adverbs with Multiple Meanings

• encore - still/yet/again/even
Il dort encore. (He’s still sleeping)
Encore un café. (Another coffee)
Encore mieux ! (Even better!)

• même - even/same
Même lui est venu. (Even he came)
Il fait même le ménage. (He even does housework)

• plutôt - rather/instead
Il est plutôt grand. (He’s rather tall)
Allons plutôt au cinéma. (Let’s go to the movies instead)

• surtout - especially/above all
J’aime le sport, surtout le tennis. (I like sports, especially tennis)
Surtout, n’oublie pas ! (Above all, don’t forget!)

• quand même - still/anyway/nevertheless
Il pleut, mais je sors quand même. (It’s raining, but I’m going out anyway)
C’est quand même bizarre ! (It’s still strange!)
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11.2 Formal vs. Informal Adverbs

• néanmoins / pourtant - nevertheless (formal/informal)
Néanmoins, nous devons essayer. (formal)
Pourtant, c’est vrai. (informal)

• davantage / plus - more (formal/informal)
Il faut étudier davantage. (formal)
Il faut étudier plus. (informal)

• certes / bien sûr - certainly (formal/informal)
Certes, c’est possible. (formal)
Bien sûr, c’est possible. (informal)

12 Regional Variations

Variations Régionales - How adverbs vary across French-speaking regions

Regional Usage Notes:

• Quebec French: "Tantôt" means "later" instead of "just now"

• Belgian French: "Une fois" is often added: "Viens une fois ici"

• Swiss French: "Purement" replaces "seulement" (only)

• African French: "Même" is often intensified: "même même"

• Formal French: Prefers "guère" over "pas beaucoup"

13 Common Mistakes and Tips

Common Mistakes to Avoid:

1. Wrong placement: *Il a mangé rapidement → Il a rapidement mangé

2. Adjective confusion: Using adjective form instead of adverb

3. Double negation: *Je ne vais pas jamais → Je ne vais jamais

4. Agreement errors: Adverbs never agree - they’re invariable

5. Literal translation: "Very much" "très beaucoup"

6. Register mixing: Using formal adverbs in casual speech

7. Negative structures: Forgetting "ne" in formal writing

8. Position with infinitives: Wrong placement before/after infinitive
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Pro Tips for Using French Adverbs:

1. Start with basics: Master common adverbs before complex ones

2. Learn placement rules: Different types go in different positions

3. Practice with audio: Listen to native speakers for natural rhythm

4. Use variety: Don’t always use the same adverbs - expand your range

5. Pay attention to register: Match formal/informal contexts

6. Learn phrases: Many adverbs work in fixed expressions

7. Practice negation: Master all negative adverb combinations

8. Watch for liaison: Some adverbs affect pronunciation

14 Quick Reference Table

Type French English
Manner bien well

mal badly
vite quickly
doucement softly

Time maintenant now
bientôt soon
toujours always
jamais never

Place ici here
là there
partout everywhere
dehors outside

Quantity beaucoup a lot
peu little
trop too much
assez enough

Intensity très very
tout à fait completely
plutôt rather
extrêmement extremely

Frequency souvent often
parfois sometimes
rarement rarely
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Type French English
fréquemment frequently

Negation ne... pas not
ne... plus no longer
ne... jamais never
ne... rien nothing

Question comment how
quand when
où where
pourquoi why

15 Practice Exercises

Exercise 1: Transform adjectives to adverbs
Transform these adjectives into adverbs:

1. rapide → __________

2. heureux → __________

3. patient → __________

4. évident → __________

5. poli → __________

Exercise 2: Choose the correct placement
Place the adverb in the correct position:

1. Il (souvent) mange des pommes. → __________________

2. Elle a (bien) chanté hier soir. → __________________

3. Nous (probablement) partirons demain. → __________________

4. Tu as (complètement) oublié ton rendez-vous. → __________________

Exercise 3: Complete with appropriate adverbs
Fill in the blanks with suitable adverbs:

1. Je ne comprends _______ cette leçon. (negation)

2. Elle parle _______ français. (manner - positive)

3. _______, nous irons au cinéma. (time - future)

4. Il travaille _______ le soir. (frequency)
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5. C’est _______ difficile ! (intensity)

Exercise 4: Create comparisons
Use the given adverbs to create comparative sentences:

1. (vite) Marie court _______ que Paul.

2. (bien) Tu chantes _______ que moi.

3. (souvent) Il sort _______ qu’avant.

16 Advanced Usage Patterns

16.1 Adverbs with Specific Verbs

Certain verbs commonly pair with specific adverbs:

• parler couramment - to speak fluently
Elle parle couramment trois langues.
She speaks three languages fluently.

• dormir profondément - to sleep deeply
Il dort profondément.
He sleeps deeply.

• travailler efficacement - to work efficiently
Nous travaillons efficacement ensemble.
We work efficiently together.

• réussir brillamment - to succeed brilliantly
Elle a réussi brillamment ses examens.
She succeeded brilliantly in her exams.

16.2 Emphatic Adverb Combinations

• vraiment très - really very
C’est vraiment très intéressant.
It’s really very interesting.

• tout particulièrement - most particularly
J’aime tout particulièrement cette musique.
I particularly like this music.

• bien trop - far too
C’est bien trop cher.
It’s far too expensive.

• beaucoup mieux - much better
Il va beaucoup mieux maintenant.
He’s much better now.
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17 Stylistic Considerations

17.1 Avoiding Adverb Overuse

Style Tips:

• Don’t use multiple intensity adverbs together

• Vary your adverb choices - don’t repeat the same ones

• In formal writing, prefer precise verbs over verb + adverb

• Be careful with adverb placement for clarity and elegance

• Consider rhythm and flow when placing adverbs

17.2 Register Awareness

• Academic/Formal: généralement, particulièrement, considérablement

• Literary: guère, point, fort (as in "fort aimable")

• Conversational: super, hyper, vachement (informal intensifiers)

• Professional: efficacement, systématiquement, rigoureusement

18 Pronunciation Notes

Pronunciation Tips:

• -ment endings: Pronounced [m] (like "man" with nasal n)

• Liaison: "très utile" → [tzytil]

• Silent letters: "beaucoup" → [boku] (p is silent)

• Stress: Adverbs in -ment stressed on final syllable

• Élision: "Je ne sais plus" → "J’sais plus" (informal)

19 Answer Key for Exercises

Exercise 1 - Answers:

1. rapide → rapidement

2. heureux → heureusement
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3. patient → patiemment

4. évident → évidemment

5. poli → poliment

Exercise 2 - Answers:

1. Il mange souvent des pommes.

2. Elle a bien chanté hier soir.

3. Nous partirons probablement demain.

4. Tu as complètement oublié ton rendez-vous.

Exercise 3 - Possible Answers:

1. Je ne comprends pas cette leçon.

2. Elle parle bien français.

3. Demain, nous irons au cinéma.

4. Il travaille souvent le soir.

5. C’est très difficile !

Exercise 4 - Answers:

1. Marie court plus vite que Paul.

2. Tu chantes mieux que moi.

3. Il sort moins souvent qu’avant.

20 Practice Strategies

To master French adverbs:

1. Read aloud to practice adverb placement and rhythm

2. Listen to French radio and note adverb usage patterns

3. Keep an adverb journal with new adverbs you encounter

4. Practice transformations from adjectives to adverbs daily

5. Focus on placement rules in different tenses

6. Study French films with subtitles for natural usage
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7. Write descriptions using varied adverbs for practice

8. Practice negative constructions systematically

9. Learn adverb phrases as complete units

10. Use flashcards for adverb-verb combinations

11. Record yourself speaking to check natural placement

12. Study formal texts to see sophisticated adverb usage

Remember: French adverbs follow specific placement rules that differ from
English. Master the basic patterns first, then gradually incorporate more sophis-
ticated adverbs. Pay special attention to formal vs. informal registers, and always
consider the rhythm and flow of your sentences. Consistent practice with authen-
tic French materials will help you develop a natural feel for adverb usage!

21 Etymology and Word Formation

21.1 Historical Development

Many French adverbs come from Latin origins:

• -ment suffix comes from Latin "mente" (mind/manner)

• bien from Latin "bene"

• mal from Latin "male"

• très from Latin "trans" (beyond)

21.2 Modern Formation Patterns

• Prefix + adverb: malhonnêtement, inadéquatement

• Compound forms: tout à fait, de plus en plus

• Borrowed forms: super (informal), extra

• Shortened forms: sympa (from sympathiquement)

Bonne chance avec votre apprentissage des adverbes français !
Good luck with learning French adverbs!
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