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What are the most common Italian words?

Italian words (parole italiane) form the fundamental vocabulary needed for
effective communication in Italian. These frequently used words represent the
core building blocks that appear in everyday conversations, written texts, and
media. Mastering these essential words is crucial for developing natural fluency
and achieving meaningful communication with native Italian speakers.
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Most Common Italian Words

1 Essential Pronouns and Articles

Pronomi e Articoli Essenziali - The foundation of Italian grammar

1.1 Personal Pronouns

io - EE-oh -1
Io sono italiano. - I am Italian.
Io studio ogni giorno. - I study every day.

tu - foo - you (informal)
Tu sei molto gentile. - You are very kind.
Come stai tu? - How are you?

lui - loo-ee - he
Lui lavora a Milano. - He works in Milan.
Lui e mio fratello. - He is my brother.

lei - leh-ee - she
Lei parla italiano molto bene. - She speaks Italian very well.
Lei e la mia amica. - She is my friend.

noi - noh-ee - we
Noi andiamo al cinema. - We are going to the cinema.
Noi siamo una famiglia. - We are a family.

voi - voh-ee - you (plural)
Voi venite con noi? - Are you coming with us?
Voi siete molto bravi. - You are very good.

loro - LOH-roh - they
Loro abitano a Roma. - They live in Rome.
Loro sono i miei genitori. - They are my parents.

1.2 Articles

il - eel - the (masculine singular)
Il libro & sul tavolo. - The book is on the table.
I cane & nel giardino. - The dog is in the garden.

la - lah - the (feminine singular)
La casa e molto bella. - The house is very beautiful.
La macchina é rossa. - The car is red.

i - ee - the (masculine plural)
I bambini giocano. - The children are playing.
I libri sono interessanti. - The books are interesting.
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¢ le - [eh - the (feminine plural)
Le ragazze studiano. - The girls are studying.
Le finestre sono aperte. - The windows are open.

® un - oon - a/an (masculine)
Un uomo cammina. - A man is walking.
E un bel giorno. - It’s a beautiful day.

¢ una - OO-nah - a/an (feminine)
Una donna canta. - A woman is singing.
E una bella storia. - It’s a beautiful story.

2 Most Common Verbs

Verbi Pitt Comuni - Essential action words

2.1 Primary Verbs

e essere - EHS-seh-reh - to be
Sono felice. - I am happy.
Siamo amici. - We are friends.

e avere - ah-VEH-reh - to have
Ho una macchina. - I have a car.
Abbiamo tempo. - We have time.

e fare - FAH-reh - to do/make
Cosa fai? - What are you doing?
Facciamo una pausa. - Let’s take a break.

¢ andare - ahn-DAH-reh - to go
Vado a casa. - I'm going home.
Andiamo insieme? - Shall we go together?

e venire - veh-NEE-reh - to come
Vieni con me. - Come with me.
Vengo domani. - I'm coming tomorrow.

¢ dire - DEE-reh - to say/tell
Cosa dici? - What are you saying?
Ti dico la verita. - I'm telling you the truth.

* sapere - sah-PEH-reh - to know (facts)
Lo sai gia. - You already know it.
Non so niente. - I don’t know anything.

* vedere - veh-DEH-reh - to see
Vedo la montagna. - I see the mountain.
Ci vediamo stasera. - See you tonight.
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dare - DAH-reh - to give
Ti do il mio numero. - I'll give you my number.
Dammi una mano. - Give me a hand.

stare - STAH-reh - to stay/be (temporary)
Sto bene. - I'm well.
Stai attento. - Be careful.

2.2 Action Verbs

parlare - pahr-LAH-reh - to speak
Parli italiano? - Do you speak Italian?
Parliamo di lavoro. - Let’s talk about work.

mangiare - mahn-JAH-reh - to eat
Mangio una pizza. - I'm eating a pizza.
Cosa mangiamo? - What are we eating?

bere - BEH-reh - to drink
Bevo un caffe. - I'm drinking coffee.
Vuoi bere qualcosa? - Do you want to drink something?

lavorare - lah-voh-RAH-reh - to work
Lavoro in ufficio. - I work in an office.
Dove lavori? - Where do you work?

studiare - stoo-dee-AH-reh - to study
Studio medicina. - I study medicine.
Studiamo insieme. - Let’s study together.

dormire - dohr-MEE-reh - to sleep
Dormo otto ore. - I sleep eight hours.
Hai dormito bene? - Did you sleep well?

3 Common Nouns

Sostantivi Comuni - Essential things and concepts

3.1 People and Family

uomo - WOH-moh - man
L'uomo ¢ alto. - The man is tall.
E un bravo uomo. - He’s a good man.

donna - DOHN-nah - woman
La donna e elegante. - The woman is elegant.
E una donna intelligente. - She’s an intelligent woman.
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* bambino/a - bahm-BEE-noh/nah - child /boy/girl
Il bambino gioca. - The child is playing.
E una bambina carina. - She’s a cute little girl.

e famiglia - fah-MEE-lyah - family
La mia famiglia e grande. - My family is big.
Amo la mia famiglia. - I love my family.

e madre - MAH-dreh - mother
Mia madre cucina bene. - My mother cooks well.
La madre & affettuosa. - The mother is affectionate.

* padre - PAH-dreh - father
Mio padre lavora molto. - My father works a lot.
Il padre & orgoglioso. - The father is proud.

e figlio/a - FEE-Iyoh/lyah - son/daughter
Il figlio studia. - The son studies.
La figlia e brava. - The daughter is good.

* amico/a - ah-MEE-koh/kah - friend
Il mio amico e simpatico. - My friend is nice.
E la mia migliore amica. - She’s my best friend.

3.2 Places and Things

e casa - KAH-sah - house/home
La casa é bella. - The house is beautiful.
Vado a casa. - I'm going home.

¢ scuola - SKWOH-Iah - school
La scuola e grande. - The school is big.
Vado a scuola. - I go to school.

¢ lavoro - lah-VOH-roh - work/job
I lavoro & importante. - Work is important.
Cerco lavoro. - I'm looking for work.

¢ tempo - TEHM-poh - time/weather
Non ho tempo. - I don’t have time.
Che bel tempo! - What beautiful weather!

¢ giorno - JOHR-noh - day
Oggi e un bel giorno. - Today is a beautiful day.
Buona giornata! - Have a good day!

* anno - AH-noh - year
Quest’anno studio italiano. - This year I study Italian.
Ho vent’anni. - I'm twenty years old.
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mano - MAH-noh - hand
La mano é fredda. - The hand is cold.
Dammi la mano. - Give me your hand.

occhio - OH-kee-oh - eye
I tuoi occhi sono belli. - Your eyes are beautiful.
Ho mal d’occhio. - My eye hurts.

4 Adjectives and Descriptive Words

Aggettivi e Parole Descrittive - Expressing qualities

4.1 Basic Adjectives

grande - GRAHN-deh - big/great
La casa € grande. - The house is big.
E un grande uomo. - He’s a great man.

piccolo/a - PEEK-koh-loh/lah - small/little
I cane & piccolo. - The dog is small.
E una piccola bambina. - She’s a little girl.

bello/a - BEHL-loh/lah - beautiful /nice
Che bella giornata! - What a beautiful day!
E un bel ragazzo. - He’s a handsome boy.

buono/a - BWOH-noh/nah - good
Il cibo & buono. - The food is good.
E una buona persona. - He/she is a good person.

nuovo/a - noo-OH-voh/vah - new
Ho una macchina nuova. - [ have a new car.
E una nuova idea. - It's a new idea.

vecchio/a - VEHK-kee-oh/ah - old
Il libro & vecchio. - The book is old.
E una vecchia tradizione. - It's an old tradition.

giovane - joh-VAH-neh - young
E molto giovane. - He/she is very young.
I giovani studiano. - Young people study.

alto/a - AHL-toh/tah - tall/high
L'uomo é alto. - The man is tall.
La montagna & alta. - The mountain is high.

basso/a - BAHS-soh/sah - short/low
La donna e bassa. - The woman is short.
Il prezzo e basso. - The price is low.
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5 Numbers and Quantities

Numeri e Quantita - Essential counting words

5.1 Cardinal Numbers

uno - OO-noh - one
Ho uno zainetto. - [ have one backpack.
E l'una. - It’s one o’clock.

due - DOO-¢h - two
Ho due fratelli. - I have two brothers.
Sono le due. - It’s two o’clock.

tre - treh - three
Compro tre libri. - I buy three books.
Sono le tre. - It’s three o’clock.

quattro - KWAHT-troh - four
La tavola ha quattro gambe. - The table has four legs.
Alle quattro vado via. - At four I'm leaving.

cinque - CHEEN-kweh - five
Ho cinque dita. - I have five fingers.
Sono le cinque. - It’s five o’clock.

dieci - dee-EH-chee - ten
Costa dieci euro. - It costs ten euros.
Sono le dieci. - It’s ten o’clock.

cento - CHEHN-toh - one hundred
Cento persone sono venute. - One hundred people came.
Costa cento euro. - It costs one hundred euros.

mille - MEEL-leh - one thousand
Mille grazie! - Thank you so much!
Costa mille euro. - It costs one thousand euros.

Important Note: Italian word order and agreement rules are crucial. Adjec-
tives must agree with nouns in gender and number (masculine/feminine, sin-
gular/plural). For example: "un libro nuovo" (a new book) vs "una casa nuova"
(a new house).

6 Prepositions and Connecting Words

Preposizioni e Congiunzioni - Linking ideas together
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6.1 Essential Prepositions

di - dee - of /from
Il libro di Marco. - Marco’s book.
Sono di Roma. - I'm from Rome.

a-ah-to/at
Vado a scuola. - I go to school.
Sono a casa. - I'm at home.

da - dah - from/by/at
Vengo da Milano. - I come from Milan.
Vado dal dottore. - I'm going to the doctor.

in - een - in/to
Vivo in Italia. - I live in Italy.
Sono in ufficio. - I'm in the office.

con - kohn - with
Vengo con te. - I'm coming with you.
Parlo con lui. - I speak with him.

su - soo - on/about
Il libro @ sul tavolo. - The book is on the table.
Parliamo su questo. - Let’s talk about this.

per - pehr - for/through
Questo e per te. - This is for you.
Passo per il centro. - I pass through the center.

6.2 Conjunctions

e-eh-and
Io e tu. - You and L
Pane e burro. - Bread and butter.

ma - mah - but
E bello ma caro. - It’s beautiful but expensive.
Voglio venire ma non posso. - I want to come but I can’t.

0-o0h-or
Caffe o te? - Coffee or tea?
Oggi 0 domani. - Today or tomorrow.

che - keh - that/which
Il libro che leggo. - The book that I read.
Penso che sia vero. - I think that it’s true.

se - seh - if
Se piove, resto a casa. - If it rains, I stay home.
Se vuoi, vieni. - If you want, come.
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7 Adverbs and Time Expressions

Awvverbi ed Espressioni Temporali - When and how

7.1 Time Adverbs

oggi - OH-jee - today
Oggi e lunedi. - Today is Monday.
Oggi sto bene. - Today I feel good.

ieri - ee-EH-ree - yesterday

Ieri sono andato al cinema. - Yesterday I went to the cinema.

leri ha piovuto. - It rained yesterday.

domani - doh-MAH-nee - tomorrow
Domani lavoro. - Tomorrow I work.
Ci vediamo domani. - See you tomorrow.

ora - OH-rah - now
Ora vado via. - Now I'm leaving.
Ora capisco. - Now I understand.

sempre - SEHM-preh - always
Sempre felice. - Always happy.
Lavoro sempre. - I always work.

mai - mah-ee - never
Non vado mai li. - I never go there.
Mai dire mai. - Never say never.

spesso - SPEHS-soh - often
Vado spesso al cinema. - I often go to the cinema.
Spesso piove qui. - It often rains here.

Common Mistakes to Avoid:

1.

Gender confusion: Remember that all Italian nouns have gender - practice
with articles

. Verb conjugation: Italian verbs change endings based on who performs the
action

. Adjective agreement: Adjectives must match the gender and number of
nouns

. False friends: Some Italian words look like English but mean different
things
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5. Pronunciation: Every letter in Italian is pronounced - don’t skip sounds

Practice Exercise: Complete the sentences
Fill in the missing words:

1. La__ ebella. (house)

2. seimolto gentile. (you - informal)

3. Vado _______ scuola. (to)

4. _ un caffe. (I have)

5. lllibroe __ tavolo. (on the)
Answers:

1. casa

2. Tu

3. a

4. Ho

5. sul

To master Italian vocabulary:
1. Learn words in context - always see how words are used in sentences
2. Practice gender and articles together with nouns from the beginning

Use spaced repetition to review words at increasing intervals

W

Focus on word families - learn related words together
5. Listen to native speakers to hear natural pronunciation and usage

6. Start with high-frequency words like these before moving to specialized
vocabulary

7. Practice conjugating verbs in different tenses and with different subjects
8. Read simple texts using these core words to see them in action

Remember: These words form the foundation of Italian communication. Mas-
ter them thoroughly before expanding your vocabulary, and you'll have the build-
ing blocks needed for fluent conversation. Italian is a beautiful, expressive lan-
guage - enjoy the learning process!
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Buona fortuna con il tuo vocabolario italiano!
Good luck with your Italian vocabulary!
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