500 Most Used Spanish Words

The 500 Most Used
Spanish Words

Las 500 Palabras Més Usadas en Espafiol

IdiomAry

Why learn the most common words?

Learning the 500 most frequently used Spanish words will give you a solid
foundation for understanding approximately 80-85% of any Spanish text or con-
versation. These high-frequency words form the backbone of the language and are
essential for achieving fluency. Mastering these words will dramatically improve
your comprehension and communication skills.
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1 Articles and Determiners

Articulos y Determinantes - The building blocks of Spanish sentences

1.1 Definite Articles

¢ el - the (masculine singular)
El nifio juega en el parque.
The boy plays in the park.

¢ la - the (feminine singular)
La nifia lee un libro.
The girl reads a book.

* los - the (masculine plural)
Los estudiantes estudian mucho.
The students study a lot.

e las - the (feminine plural)
Las flores son hermosas.
The flowers are beautiful.

1.2 Indefinite Articles

® un - a/an (masculine)
Un hombre camina por la calle.
A man walks down the street.

® una - a/an (feminine)
Una mujer cocina en la cocina.
A woman cooks in the kitchen.

* unos - some (masculine plural)
Unos amigos vienen a visitarme.
Some friends are coming to visit me.

* unas - some (feminine plural)
Unas personas esperan el autobus.
Some people are waiting for the bus.

2 Essential Verbs

Verbos Esenciales - The most crucial action words
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2.1 To Be Verbs

ser - to be (permanent characteristics)
Ella es doctora.
She is a doctor.

estar - fo be (temporary states/location)
Estoy cansado.
I am tired.

soy - I am (from ser)
Soy estudiante.
I am a student.

es - he/shef/it is
El es muy alto.
He is very tall.

son - they/you all are
Ellos son hermanos.
They are brothers.

2.2 To Have Verbs

tener - to have
Tengo hambre.
I am hungry.

tengo - I have
Tengo dos hermanas.
I have two sisters.

tiene - he/she/it has
Ella tiene un coche nuevo.
She has a new car.

tienen - they/you all have
Ellos tienen mucho trabajo.
They have a lot of work.

2.3 Action Verbs

hacer - to do/make
Voy a hacer la tarea.
I'm going to do the homework.

ir - to go
Vamos al cine esta noche.
We’re going to the movies tonight.
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venir - to come
¢Vienes a la fiesta?
Are you coming to the party?

ver - to see
Veo la television por las noches.
I watch television at night.

decir - to say/tell
(Qué quieres decir?
What do you mean?

dar - to give
Voy a dar un regalo.
I'm going to give a gift.

saber - to know (facts)
Sé hablar espafiol.
I know how to speak Spanish.

poder - to be able to/can
(Puedes ayudarme?
Can you help me?

3 Pronouns

Pronombres - Essential words that replace nouns

3.1 Personal Pronouns

yo -1
Yo vivo en Madrid.
I live in Madrid.

ta - you (informal)
Tt eres mi mejor amigo.
You are my best friend.

él - he
Fl trabaja en una oficina.
He works in an office.

ella - she
Ella estudia medicina.
She studies medicine.

nosotros - we (masculine/mixed)
Nosotros vamos al parque.
We go to the park.
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¢ ellos - they (masculine/mixed)
Ellos son mis compafieros.
They are my classmates.

e ellas - they (feminine)
Ellas son muy inteligentes.
They are very intelligent.

3.2 Possessive Pronouns

* mi/mis - my
Mi casa es grande.
My house is big.

e tu/tus - your (informal)
Tu hermana es muy simpética.
Your sister is very nice.

* su/sus - his/her/their/your (formal)
Su trabajo es muy importante.
His/Her work is very important.

* nuestro/nuestra - our
Nuestra familia es grande.
Our family is big.

4 Numbers

Nuimeros - Essential for daily communication

4,1 Cardinal Numbers 1-20

* uno - one - Tengo un hermano.

¢ dos - two - Dos mds dos son cuatro.

* tres - three - Ella tiene tres gatos.

* cuatro - four - Son las cuatro de la tarde.

* cinco - five - Cinco estudiantes llegaron tarde.
* seis - six - El nifio tiene seis afios.

* siete - seven - Trabajo siete dias a la semana.
* ocho - eight - La reunién es a las ocho.

* nueve - nine - El curso dura nueve meses.

¢ diez - fen - Compré diez manzanas.
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4.2 Important Numbers

¢ veinte - twenty
Tengo veinte afios.
I am twenty years old.

* cien - one hundred
Cien personas vinieron al evento.
One hundred people came to the event.

e mil - one thousand
El coche cuesta mil euros.
The car costs one thousand euros.

5 Time and Frequency

Tiempo y Frecuencia - Words for expressing when

5.1 Time Expressions

¢ tiempo - time
No tengo tiempo ahora.
I don’t have time now.

e hora - hour/time
(Qué hora es?
What time is it?

e dia - day
Hoy es un dia hermoso.
Today is a beautiful day.

® ano - year
El préximo afio viajaré a Espafia.
Next year I will travel to Spain.

* vez - time (instance)
Es la primera vez que vengo aqui.
It’s the first time I come here.

5.2 Frequency Adverbs

¢ siempre - always
Siempre desayuno a las ocho.
I always have breakfast at eight.

* nunca - never
Nunca como carne.
I never eat meat.
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¢ mucho - much/a lot
Me gusta mucho la mdsica.
I like music a lot.

* poco - little/few
Tengo poco dinero.
I have little money.

® mas - more
Quiero més café, por favor.
I want more coffee, please.

* menos - less

Necesito menos estrés en mi vida.

I need less stress in my life.

6 Common Adjectives

Adjetivos Comunes - Words that describe

6.1 Descriptive Adjectives

* bueno/buena - good
Es una buena idea.
It's a good idea.

* malo/mala - bad
El clima esta malo hoy.
The weather is bad today.

¢ grande - big/large
Vivo en una casa grande.
I live in a big house.

* pequeiio/pequeiia - small
Tengo un perro pequefio.
I have a small dog.

* nuevo/nueva - new
Compré un coche nuevo.
I bought a new car.

* viejo/vieja - old
Mi abuelo es muy viejo.
My grandfather is very old.

* joven - young
Ella es muy joven.
She is very young.
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bonito/bonita - pretty/beautiful
Qué vestido tan bonito.
What a pretty dress.

7 Common Nouns

Sustantivos Comunes - Essential things and concepts

7.1 People

persona - person
Es una persona muy amable.
He/She is a very kind person.

hombre - man
El hombre lee el periédico.
The man reads the newspaper.

mujer - woman
La mujer trabaja en el hospital.
The woman works at the hospital.

nifio/nifa - boy/girl
El nifio juega en el parque.
The boy plays in the park.

familia - family
Mi familia es muy importante para mi.
My family is very important to me.

amigo/amiga - friend
Ella es mi mejor amiga.
She is my best friend.

7.2 Places

casa - house/home
Voy a casa después del trabajo.
I go home after work.

trabajo - work/job
Mi trabajo es muy interesante.
My job is very interesting.

escuela - school
Los nifios van a la escuela.
The children go to school.
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¢ ciudad - city
Madrid es una ciudad hermosa.
Madrid is a beautiful city.

® pais - country
Espafia es un pais europeo.
Spain is a European country.

* mundo - world
El mundo es muy grande.
The world is very big.

8 Question Words

Palabras Interrogativas - Essential for asking questions

* qué - what
;Qué haces?
What are you doing?

* quién - who
¢Quién es esa persona?
Who is that person?

* cudndo - when
(Cuédndo vienes?
When are you coming?

e dénde - where
¢(Doénde vives?
Where do you live?

e como - how
;CoOmo estéds?
How are you?

* por qué - why
(Por qué estudias espafiol?
Why do you study Spanish?

e cudnto/cuanta - how much
;(Cuénto cuesta?
How much does it cost?
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9 Learning Strategies

1.

How to master these 500 words:

Start with frequency: Learn the most common words first (articles, pro-
nouns, basic verbs)

Use spaced repetition: Review words at increasing intervals to improve
retention

Learn in context: Always study words within complete sentences, not in
isolation

Practice daily: Aim to use at least 10-15 new words every day in conversa-
tion or writing

Group by themes: Study related words together (family words, food words,
etc.)

Use visual aids: Create mental images or use flashcards with pictures

Read extensively: Look for these words in Spanish texts, news articles, and
books

10 Word Frequency Categories

Priority Learning Order:

1.

Top 50 words: Articles, basic verbs (ser, estar, tener), pronouns - Learn these
first!

. Words 51-150: Common adjectives, essential nouns, question words
. Words 151-300: Action verbs, time expressions, numbers

. Words 301-500: More specific vocabulary, advanced verb forms, complex

concepts

Study Tip: Focus on mastering each category before moving to the next. The
top 100 words alone will cover about 50% of most Spanish texts!

11 Quick Reference - Top 100 Words

Spanish English Spanish English
el the (masc.) la the (fem.)
de of /from que that/what
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12

Spanish English Spanish English

y and a to/at

en in/on un a/an (masc.)

ser to be estar to be

tener to have hacer to do/make

todo all/everything le to him/her

su his/her/their por for /by

no no/not con with

yo I se reflexive pronoun
mi my pero but

uno one muy very

tiempo time haber to have (auxiliary)
afio year dos two

poder can/to be able decir to say/tell

dia day otro other/another

ir to go vez time (instance)
mundo world vida life

sobre about/on después after

mas more forma form/way

12 Practice Exercises

Exercise 2: Word Categories
Classify these words into their grammatical categories:

Exercise 3: Sentence Building
Create five sentences using at least three high-frequency words from this guide
in each sentence. Focus on using articles, pronouns, and basic verbs.

Exercise 1: High-Frequency Word Recognition
Identify and count how many of the top 50 most common Spanish words you
can find in this paragraph:
“El hombre que vive en la casa grande tiene dos hijos. Su familia es muy importante para
él. Todos los dias va al trabajo en su coche nuevo. Por la noche, después de cenar, ve la

television con su mujer. Ella es una persona muy buena y siempre estd contenta.”

bonita, nosotros, hacer, cinco, siempre, casa, el, mucho, ;dénde?, tener

13 Memory Techniques

Effective memorization strategies:
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1. Cognates first: Start with words similar to English (hospital, animal, natu-
ral)

2. Word families: Learn related words together (casa, hogar, domicilio)

3. Mnemonics: Create memory aids for difficult words

4. Songs and rhymes: Use music to remember word lists

5. Personal connections: Relate words to your own experiences

6. Write stories: Create short narratives using new vocabulary

7. Daily challenges: Set goals to use a certain number of new words each day

Remember: Consistency beats intensity. Study 15-20 words daily rather than
trying to memorize 100 words in one session!

iDomina estas 500 palabras y transforma tu espafiol!
Master these 500 words and transform your Spanish!
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