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What are prepositions?

Prepositions (preposiciones) are words that establish relationships between dif-
ferent elements in a sentence, typically showing location, direction, time, manner,
or cause. Spanish prepositions are essential building blocks that connect nouns,
pronouns, and phrases to other words in the sentence. Mastering Spanish prepo-
sitions is crucial for achieving fluency and natural expression.
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1 Basic Prepositions

Preposiciones Bdsicas - Essential prepositions for everyday communication

1.1 Simple Prepositions

* A -to/at
Voy a la escuela. / Estoy a las cinco.
I'm going to school. / I'm here at five o’clock.

* De - of/from
La casa de Maria. / Vengo de México.
Maria’s house. / I come from Mexico.

e En - infon/at
Estd en la mesa. / Vivo en Madrid.
It's on the table. / I live in Madrid.

¢ Con - with
Voy con mis amigos. / Café con leche.
I'm going with my friends. / Coffee with milk.

* Por - for/by/through
Gracias por tu ayuda. / Camino por el parque.
Thanks for your help. / I walk through the park.

e Para - for/to
Este regalo es para ti. / Estudio para ser médico.
This gift is for you. / I study to be a doctor.

1.2 Contractions

® Al -a + el = to the (masculine)
Voy al mercado.
I'm going to the market.

* Del - de + el = of the/from the (masculine)
La puerta del coche.
The car door.

2 Location Prepositions

Preposiciones de Lugar - For indicating position and location
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2.1 Basic Location

e Sobre - on/over/above
El libro esta sobre la mesa.
The book is on the table.

* Bajo - under/below
El gato duerme bajo la cama.
The cat sleeps under the bed.

* Entre - between/among
La farmacia esta entre el banco y la tienda.
The pharmacy is between the bank and the store.

¢ Dentro de - inside/within
Las llaves estan dentro de la bolsa.
The keys are inside the bag.

¢ Fuera de - outside/out of
Los nifios juegan fuera de la casa.
The children play outside the house.

2.2 Advanced Location

* Encima de - on top of/above
El cuadro esta encima de la chimenea.
The painting is above the fireplace.

* Debajo de - under/beneath
Mi maleta estd debajo de la cama.
My suitcase is under the bed.

¢ Delante de - in front of
El coche estd delante de la casa.
The car is in front of the house.

e Detras de - behind
El jardin esta detras de la casa.
The garden is behind the house.

¢ Al lado de - next to/beside
La biblioteca estéa al lado del museo.
The library is next to the museum.

e Cerca de - near/close to
Vivo cerca de la universidad.
I live near the university.

* Lejos de - far from
Mi trabajo esta lejos de mi casa.
My work is far from my house.
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3 Time Prepositions

Preposiciones de Tiempo - For expressing temporal relationships

3.1 Specific Time

* A - at (specific time)
La reunién es a las tres.
The meeting is at three o’clock.

* En - in (months, years, seasons)
Naci en mayo. / Estudiamos en 2020.
I was born in May. / We studied in 2020.

* Por - in/during (parts of day)
Trabajo por la mafiana.
I work in the morning.

* Durante - during
Llovié durante toda la noche.
It rained during the whole night.

* Desde - since/from
Vivo aqui desde enero.
I've lived here since January.

* Hasta - until/till
La tienda esta abierta hasta las ocho.
The store is open until eight o’clock.

3.2 Duration and Frequency

* Antes de - before
Desayuno antes de ir al trabajo.
I have breakfast before going to work.

* Después de - after
Cenamos después de ver la pelicula.
We had dinner after watching the movie.

* Dentro de - within/in (future time)
Te llamo dentro de una hora.
I'll call you within an hour.

¢ Hace - ago
Me gradué hace dos afios.
I graduated two years ago.
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4 Direction and Movement Prepositions

Preposiciones de Direccion y Movimiento - For indicating direction and movement

* A - to (destination)
Vamos a la playa.
We're going to the beach.

e Hacia - towards
Caminamos hacia el centro.
We're walking towards the center.

* Desde - from (starting point)
El autobts viene desde la estacion.
The bus comes from the station.

* Por - through/along
Pasamos por el tanel.
We go through the tunnel.

* A través de - through/across
Nadamos a través del rio.
We swim across the river.

¢ Alrededor de - around
Corremos alrededor del parque.
We run around the park.

* A lo largo de - along
Caminamos a lo largo de la playa.
We walk along the beach.

5 Purpose and Cause Prepositions

Preposiciones de Propdsito y Causa - For expressing purpose, reason, and cause

5.1 Purpose

e Para - for/to (purpose)
Estudio para mejorar mi espafiol.
I study to improve my Spanish.

¢ A fin de - in order to
Trabajamos a fin de ganar dinero.
We work in order to earn money.

* Con el fin de - with the purpose of
Viajé con el fin de conocer nuevas culturas.
I traveled with the purpose of learning about new cultures.
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5.2 Cause and Reason

Por - because of/due to
Llegamos tarde por el tréfico.
We arrived late because of traffic.

A causa de - because of
El vuelo se cancel6 a causa del mal tiempo.
The flight was canceled because of bad weather.

Debido a - due to
El evento se pospuso debido a la lluvia.
The event was postponed due to rain.

Gracias a - thanks to
Aprobé el examen gracias a tu ayuda.
I passed the exam thanks to your help.

6 Manner and Means Prepositions

Preposiciones de Modo y Medio - For expressing how something is done

Con - with (manner)
Habla con cuidado.
He speaks carefully.

Sin - without
Sali6 sin paraguas.
He left without an umbrella.

Por - by (means)
Enviamos la carta por correo.
We sent the letter by mail.

Mediante - by means of/through
Resolvimos el problema mediante discusion.
We solved the problem through discussion.

A través de - through/by means of
Nos comunicamos a través de email.
We communicate through email.

Segtn - according to
Segtn el prondstico, va a llover.
According to the forecast, it’s going to rain.

7 The Challenging Pair: POR vs PARA

La Pareja Dificil - Mastering the most confusing Spanish prepositions
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7.1 When to Use POR

¢ Cause/Reason: Llegué tarde por el trafico.
(T arrived late because of traffic.)

* Duration: Estudié por tres horas.
(I studied for three hours.)

* Movement through: Caminamos por el parque.
(We walked through the park.)

* Exchange: Pagué 20 euros por el libro.
(I paid 20 euros for the book.)

* Means/Method: Hablamos por teléfono.
(We talked by phone.)

* On behalf of: Vot por su candidato favorito.
(He voted for his favorite candidate.)

7.2 When to Use PARA

¢ Purpose/Goal: Estudio para ser médico.
(I study to be a doctor.)

* Destination: Este tren va para Madrid.
(This train goes to Madrid.)

* Deadline: Necesito esto para mafiana.
(I need this by tomorrow.)

* Recipient: Este regalo es para ti.
(This gift is for you.)

¢ Opinion: Para mi, es la mejor opcion.
(For me, it’s the best option.)

¢ Comparison: Para ser extranjero, habla muy bien espafiol.
(For a foreigner, he speaks Spanish very well.)
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8 Common Mistakes and Tips

Common Mistakes to Avoid:

1.
2.

Por vs Para confusion: These are the most challenging Spanish prepositions
Literal translation: English prepositions don’t always match Spanish ones

Forgetting contractions: Always use "al" and "del" instead of "a el" and "de
elll

Wrong preposition with verbs: Many Spanish verbs require specific prepo-
sitions

Overusing "en'": Don’t use "en" for all location situations

1.

Pro Tips for Using Prepositions:

Learn verb + preposition combinations: "pensar en", "sofiar con", "consistir

"

en

Practice with authentic materials: Read Spanish texts to see prepositions in
context

Create mental maps: Visualize spatial relationships for location preposi-
tions

. Master por vs para: Focus extra attention on these challenging prepositions

. Use flashcards: Create cards with prepositional phrases, not just individual

prepositions

9 Quick Reference Table

Category Spanish English/Usage
Basic a to/at
de of /from
en in/on/at
con with
Location sobre on/over
bajo under
entre between
dentro de inside
Time durante during
desde since/from
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10

Category Spanish English/Usage
hasta until
antes de before
Direction hacia towards
a través de through/across
alrededor de around
a lo largo de along
Purpose para for/to (purpose)
a fin de in order to
con el fin de with the purpose of
Cause por because of
debido a due to
gracias a thanks to
Manner con with (manner)
sin without
mediante by means of
seglin according to

10 Practice Exercises

Exercise 1: Por vs Para
Choose the correct preposition:

1. Estudio espafiol (por/para) comunicarme mejor.

2. Caminamos (por/para) el centro de la ciudad.
3. Este regalo es (por/para) mi hermana.
4. Llegué tarde (por/para) el trafico.

5. Necesito terminar esto (por/para) mafiana.

Exercise 2: Location prepositions

Complete with the appropriate location preposition:
1. El supermercado esta la farmacia y el banco.

2. Mi apartamento esté del tercer piso.

3. Los libros estan la mesa.
4. El parque esta mi casa.
5. Encontré las llaves el sofa.
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1.
2.

Exercise 3: Time expressions
Fill in the blanks with appropriate time prepositions:

La clase empieza las nueve.
Voy al gimnasio la tarde.
. Terminé mi tarea dos horas.
. Llego cenar.
. Vivimos aqui 2018.

11 Advanced Prepositional Phrases

1.
2.
3.
4.
5
6.

7.

Common Prepositional Phrases to Master:

A pesar de - Despite: A pesar de la lluvia, fuimos al parque.
En lugar de - Instead of: Estudié en lugar de ver television.
Ademais de - In addition to: Ademds de espafiol, hablo inglés.

Acerca de - About: Hablamos acerca de nuestros planes.

. En cuanto a - As for: En cuanto a los precios, son razonables.

Respecto a - Regarding: Respecto a tu pregunta, no tengo respuesta.

A diferencia de - Unlike: A diferencia de ayer, hoy hace calor.

Remember: These complex prepositional phrases are essential for advanced
Spanish expression. Practice them regularly to sound more natural and sophisti-
cated!

iBuena suerte dominando las preposiciones espafiolas!
Good luck mastering Spanish prepositions!
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